








On the key day, you will see the procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament displayed in the stunning 
monstrance. Another of the highlights of the day 
is the outer walls of the cathedral that are covered 
with Flemish tapestries from the 17th century. The 
city is celebrating one of its most important festivals. 
The streets are full of joy and such is the beauty of 
its colourful street decorations. Come and enjoy this 
unique and special atmosphere! 

At 11 am, as every year, the monstrance will be taken out 
through the Level Portal, Puerta Llana in Spanish, to be 
displayed in a procession through the streets of Toledo, 
always covered by the awning symbolising Jerusalem’s 
heaven and followed by the different religious 
brotherhoods, each one dressed with their colourful 
and picturesque capes, habits or dress uniforms. As the 
procession continues, the monstrance is covered by a 
rain of petals falling from Toledo’s balconies, packed 
with locals and tourists. A complete celebration for this 
city and a festival to delight your senses.  W
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There’s nothing like putting on a pair of walking 
shoes and your most comfortable clothes to go 
out for a walk or run around Senda Ecológica 
(ecology path) next to the Tagus river, or 
perhaps for those willing to push themselves a 
bit more, go for a walk around the valley and 
you will enjoy breath-taking viewpoints, historical 
cigarrales and little chapels.  Move those legs and 
make your heart beat while having a complete 
panoramic view of the city! Pay attention, 
though, you may bump into the statue of the 
famous cyclist Federico Martín Bahamontes, 
known as “the eagle from Toledo”. He was the 
first Spaniard to win the Tour de France back in 
1959. By the way, the statue is located in one the 
most beautiful looking points in the city, do not 
miss it! Take out your camera and… click!
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10 T O L E D O

HANDCRAFTED
Damascene ware, sword-making and 
marzipan are the three elements 
that identify this ancient city.

The crowded calle Comercio 
(commonly known as Broad street by 
locals) and the following narrow streets 
leading to the Jewish quarter are full 
of little shops that display unique 
damascened works characteristic 
of Toledo for all pockets and tastes. 
Damascening is the name of a 
technique in which a skilled craftsman 
inlays gold and silver into a darkly 
oxidised background using a burin. 
Make sure you do not miss witnessing 
the gifted craftsmen’s hands at work!
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The admired swords of Toledo have 
witnessed many historical events in the 
hands of kings and warriors. Blades that were 
engraved with timeless phrases such as no me 
saques sin razón – ni me envaines sin honor 
whose translation would be “unsheathe me 
not without reason – sheathe me not without 
honour”. It is said their quality is due to the 
water of the Tagus. Its fame has made them 
the quintessential city ambassador of Toledo 
around the world thanks to the expertise of 
the master swordsmiths.
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Who would not like to go for a walk and 
discover Toledo with El Greco, Saint Teresa 
of Ávila, Saint John of the Cross, Garcilaso 
de la Vega, Cervantes, Bécquer or the so-
called “Order of Toledo”? You’re watching 
the same skies once contemplated by these 
timeless figures, stepping on the same streets 
they once wandered. Come to Toledo and 
discover the city’s identical tones and 
colours in autumn, spring, winter or summer 
in the company of such distinguished figures. 
Observe their works in the original settings 
they were created for or inspired by; read 
again and again their books; or perhaps just 
think about these artists and how they, like 
you now, walked the streets of Toledo. 

CREATE your own experience in the city!

DISCOVERING11
T O L E D O  W I T H . . .
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12
OUTSIDE THE WALLS
T O L E D O

There are two elements that define 
Toledo, one is the Tagus river that 
surrounds and protects the city, and 
the other is its walls, with its many 
monumental gates: king Alfonso’s 
VI Gate (former Bisagra Gate), the 
New Bisagra Gate (Bab Sagra Gate), 
the Cambrón Gate (or Jewish Gate), 
Doce Cantos Gate, Valmardón 
(from Arabic Bab al-Mardum) Gate, 
Sol Gate and Alarcones Gate. 
Finally, to complete the defensive 
enclosure we cannot forget the two 
historical bridges, Alcántara and 
San Martín Bridges, both of which 
are protected by defensive towers. 
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There is more to Toledo than just the 
historic centre. Let’s leave the walls 
behind! The Renaissance hospital of 
Saint John the Baptist, also known as 
Tavera Hospital or the Outer Hospital 
cannot be missed if you visit the city. 
Nor should the remains of the Roman 
circus be forgotten. It was said to have 
had a capacity of 13,000 attendees. 

You will find the remains in the Escolar 
Park. 

Another important park, located next 
to Bisagra Gate, is La Vega where both 
kids and adults spend the spring and 
summer evenings. Sit down and have 
a cold glass of horchata, tiger nut milk 
drink, or iced lemon drink accompanied 

by the typical homemade crisps and 
some olives and pickles. Resting on 
those terraces will make you feel in 
heaven and will recharge your batteries 
to keep on visiting the city. 

If you like modern architecture, do not 
miss the modern escalators located 
next to La Granja as an example of a 
modern touch in a mediaeval city. The 
City Archive, and the Railway Station 
in Neo-Mudéjar style are also worth 
mentioning. However, that’s not all… You 
still have lots of places to visit in Toledo, 
so you might have to come back soon!

Toledo will be always waiting for you!  
turismo.toledo.es

+ INFO  
turismo.toledo.es

@ofi cinaturismotoledo W
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